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TOUCH AMERICA’S YESTERDAYS 
WITH THE LIGHT OF TODAY'S 
DISCOVERIES 


During the twenty years of ANTIQUES’ activity, more has been 
learned concerning colonial days and ways than during the entire pre- 
ceding century. 


Cherished fallacies as to the source of the household goods of our an- 
cestors, such, for instance, as so-called Lowestoft china, have been 
corrected. 


Individualities of form and structure that distinguish furniture of one 
locality from that of another have been discovered. 


The names of early craftsmen in the fields of cabinetmaking, silver, 
pewter, glass and the like have been retrieved from oblivion and have 


been associated with surviving examples of their work. 


Despite widely accepted opinion to the contrary, it has been proved that 
Gilbert Stuart painted some important miniatures. The burial place of 
the great artist, long-forgotten, has recently been found. 


Pioneer in encouraging research in these directions and 
in publishing its results is The Magazine ANTIQUES. 


Handsomely printed, copiously illustrated, genially 
written, rich in wisdom as well as in knowledge, con- 
stantly aware of the human values of ancient things, 
ANTIQUES appeals to the historian, the collector, the 
architect, the decorator and to all others who believe in 
cultivating the art of living. 


Start your subscription today and 
enjoy each month a friendly and 
stimulating visitor to your home. 
$5 for one year; $8 for two years. 


The Magazin e 


ANTIQUES 


40 EAST 49TH STREET NEW YORK CITY 














Houses Owned by 
The SHociery for the Preservation of New England 
Antiquities 





Harrison Gray Otis House, cor. Cambridge and Lynde Streets, 
Boston. Built 1795, by Harrison Gray Otis, lawyer, orator, 
Federalist leader, Member of Congress, Mayor of Boston and 
U. S. Senator. The house, possibly designed by Bulfinch, has 
been restored and contains some fine finish. It is now the Head- 
quarters of the Society. At the rear is the historical New 
England museum of the Society. Open 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Closed 
Saturday, at 1 p.m. Admission 25 cents. 

See Bulletin, No. 16, p. 1; Old-Time New England, Vol. 29, p. 21 


Swett-I_stey House, 4 and 6 High Road, Newbury, Mass. 40 m. 
from Boston. On reaching Newburyport via the Turnpike, go 
straight ahead at traffic circle; then turn sharp right at traffic 
light and go 4% m. Old Bay State road from Ipswich passes the 
door. One-room house of two floors, built before 1670 by Stephen 
Swett; hewn overhang at southern end (original front). Addi- 
tions at various dates. Hall fireplace 10 ft. 2% ins. wide; much 
old sheathing; first newspaper in Newbury printed here; later a 

tavern. 
A tea room during the summer and open at reasonable hours. 
See Bulletin, No. 4, p. 1. 





SaMUEL Fow.Ler House, 166 High Street, Danversport, Mass. 
20 m. from Boston (leave Old Bay road at Salem; State road 
from Salem to Lawrence passes the door; leave Newburyport 
Turnpike at State Hospital for Insane). Built of brick in 1810 by 
Samuel Fowler; in original condition with much good trim and 
several interesting wall papers. Much antique furniture, erway 
etc., on display. Open to visitors. See Bulletin, No. 6, p. 1. 


Cooper-Frost-Austin House, 21 Linnaean St., Cambridge, 
Mass. 3 m. from Boston; 1 m. from Harvard Square; to left 
of Massachusetts Ave. (which leads to Lexington). Lean-to 
house built ca. 1657, by John Cooper, deacon of the First Church 
in Cambridge. West end added later. Partly restored; pilastered 
chimney top; fine house of its period. Now occupied by custodian 
and shown to members and the public on Thursdays, from 2 to 

5 p.m. See Bulletin, No. 6, p. 10; No. 7, p. 1. 


Laws House, Sharon, N. H. 67 m. from Boston, about 6 m. 
from New Ipswich and 5 m. from Peterborough. Built ca. 1800; 
a cottage originally of two rooms, later doubled in size. Open on 
occasional week ends by courtesy of the tenants. 

See Bulletin, No. 





“Scorcn”’-BoarpMan House, Howard St., Saugus, Mass. 8 m. 
from Boston (leave Newburyport Turnpike at crossing of Saugus 
and Melrose street railway and follow tracks toward Melrose). 
Built in 1651 to house Scotch prisoners captured at the battle of 
Dunbar and brought to New England to work in the Saugus 
Iron Works. One of the best examples of 17th century houses 
remaining in New England; but little altered; lean-to overhang- 
ing second story; early staircase and much original — 
Open to inspection. See Old-Time New England, Vol. 12, p. 167 




















Houses Owned by 





The Society for the Preservation of New England 


Antiquities 


Eveazer Arnoitp House, Lincoln, R. I. 38 m. from Boston 
(leave Boston-Providence State road, Highland Ave., So. Attle- 
boro, and go through Valley Falls). Built ca. 1687, by Eleazer 
Arnold. A stone-end house with the best preserved stone chimney, 
with pilastered top, remaining in Rhode Island. Partly restored. 


Hall fireplace (stone) is 10 feet, 9 inches wide. Open to visitors. 
See Bulletin, 


No. 19, p. 1; also No. 20, p. 4 





ABRAHAM Browne House. 


town 


todian. , Opes to visitors. 


See Old-Time New En 





Quincy Memoria, Litchfield, Conn. 175 m. from Boston, in 
central western Connecticut. This house, known as “Ardley,” 
was built in 1904 by Miss Mary Perkins Quincy, who devised it 
to the Society in 1922, with an endowment. Subject to possible 
private use during one life, the building may later be maintained 
as an historic center for family heirlooms and collections of lace, 
with class rooms for By making. Occupied by a custodian; no 
admittance. See Old-Time New England, Vol. 13, p. 177. 





Conant House, Townsend 
on Lunenburg road, 
and Townsend; 
bor from Groton. 
larg 


but the 
ment with the owner. 
Harbor, Mass. 


Addr 





Jackson House, Portsmouth, N. H. 60 m. from Boston (the 
house is located on Jackson Hill St. on “Christian Shore,” iy 
mile from the railroad station, just off the road to Dover). Built 


ca. 1664, by Richard Jackson and supposed to be the oldest 
house in Portsmouth. A picturesque house but little altered. 
The ends and lean-to are additions. For admission, apply at ad- 
joining house. Closed Sundays. 


See Old-Time New England, Vol. 15, p. 25. 












CHAPLIN-CLARKE HovuseE, 
from Boston, 
pike (turn off at the 
(turn off % mile from R 


House embedded in the hil 


left turn % 
Begun about 1720 by John Conant; 
examples of stenciled dado, 
Privately owned and occupied, 
Admission only by 
The Mansion House, Townsend 
See Old-Time New England, Vol. 


red as a tavern. Early sheathing, 
hinged partition between parlors. 
Society owns the reversion. 


about half-w 


See Old-Time 














562 Main 


gland, Vol. 1 


Street, 


Waltham). 
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Harbor, 


W atertown, 
6 m. from Boston (about three-quarters of a ‘mile beyond Water- 
Square on road towards 
Abraham Browne, Jr. One-room liouse of two floors (later en- 
larged) contains only original 3-part casement window frame 
known in New England. House restored and occupied by a cus- 


ca, 


Mass. 


1693 by 


30, p. 67. 





Mass. 45 m. from Boston, 
100 yards from State road between Groton 


mile after entering Townsend Har- 


ess: 


I2, p. 


later en- 


arrange 


164. 








Bradford St., 


ay 
owley 


lside, 


Common). 
Joseph Chaplin, and is the oldest house now standing in Rowley. 
cellar at one end on first floor, 
lean-to roof, and two overhangs at one end. Open to visitors. 

New England, Vol. 


Rowley, 
between the Newburyport 
“Four Corners’’) and the Old Bay 
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Houses Owned by 
Che Society for the Preserbation of New England 
Antiquities 





Crocker House, Main Street, Barnstable, Mass. 73 m. from 
Boston. Two-story pitch-roof wooden house built about 1754, be- 
queathed to the Society by Mrs. Julia G. Crocker, with an en- 
dowment of $10,000. House furnished with much antique furni- 
ture. In charge of a custodian and open during summer months. 














Suort House, 33 High Road, Newbury, Mass. 40 m. from Bos- 
ton. On reaching Newburyport via the Turnpike, go straight 
ahead at traffic circle; then turn sharp right at traffic light and 
go 4% m. Old Bay State road from Ipswich passes the door. Two- 
story, wooden house, both ends of brick, built after 1732; fine 
entrance doorway, much panelled woodwork in interior, all very 
nearly in original condition. Open during summer. 








Repecca Nurse Howse, 149 Pine St., Danvers, Mass. 19 m. from 
Boston (the house is off Pine St., near the Tapleyville railroad 
station). Built in 1678 by Francis Nurse, whose wife Rebecca 
was hanged as a witch in 1692, during the Salem witchcraft de- 
lusion. The house has been restored and is equipped with inter- 
esting furnishings of ts period. Open to visitors. 

See Old-Time New England, Vol. 19, p. 90. 








SamvueEL Stetson House, Hanover Centre, Mass. 25 m. from 
Boston. After passing Queen Anne Corner, on the direct road 
to Plymouth, take the first right- hand road. Originally a one- 
room house built about 1694, it was enlarged before 1716 by 
“Drummer” Samuel Stetson, to its present size. Now carefully 
restored and to be furnished. It is to contain a room fitted up as 
a Briggs family memorial. Open to visitors. 


See Old-Time New England, Vol. 19, p. 91 








TristrRaAM CorFrin Hovuse, 14 High Road, Newbury, Mass. 40 m. 
from Boston. On reaching Newburyport via the Turnpike, go 
straight ahead at traffic circle; then turn sharp right at traffic light 
and go %4 m. Old Bay State road from Ipswich passes the door. 
The ell of the house is supposed to have been built about 1651. 
Former home of Joshua Coffin, historian of Newbury. In 1735, 
according to tradition, the centenary of the town was celebrated 
before this house. Open during the summer 

See Old-Time New England, Vol. 20, p. 3; Vol. . 69. 





Co... Joun Tuacuer House, Yarmouthport, Mass. 76 m. from 
Boston, corner of King’s Highway and Thacher Lane. The 
nucleus of this house was built about 1680. Gift of a member in 
1929. Open to inspection. 






































Houses Owned by 
The Society for the Preservation of New England 
Antiquities 





Peter Turts House, 350 Riverside Ave. near Spring St., Med- 
ford, Mass. 5 m. from Boston. Take first left after crossing the 
Wellington Bridge, on the Northern Artery. Built by Capt. 
Peter Tufts about 1678. Two-story brick house with steep 
gambrel roof. Superb oak beams exposed in interior. Part of 
staircase is original. Open to visitors. 








Emerson-Howarp House, Turkey Shore Road, Ipswich, Mass. 
26 m. from Boston, at eastern end of Green Street Bridge 
Claimed to have been built before 1648 by Thomas Emerson. 
Two-story house with narrow overhang in front. Remodelled 
interior. Open to visitors. 


See Old-Time New England, Vol. 21, p. 47 





Jewett Memoria, South Berwick, Maine. 72 m. from Boston, 
via Portsmouth and Eliot. Built in 1774 by John Haggins. The 
birthplace of Sarah Orne Jewett, authoress. Fine interiors, 
furnished with — furniture Open to visitors. 

See Old-Time New England, Vol. 22, p. 192. 





SpauLpinG Grist MILL, Townsend Harbor, Mass. 45 m. from 
Boston, on the Lunenburg road, built about 1840. The old stones 
are still in place. The two-story ell, built at a later date, is now 
used as a museum for the larger household and farm implements. 





Bennett House, 199 Main St., Fairhaven, Mass. 60 m. from 
Boston, by way of New Bedford. Eighteen-room house. Built in 
1810 by Capt. Thomas Bennett, a packet ship sea captain sailing 
between New York and Liverpool. House furnished with much 
good old mahogany. Open to inspection. 
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Cotton House, 787 Longmeadow Street, Longmeadow, Mass. 
About 5 m. south of Springfield. Built 1734 by Captain Simon 
Colton. Two and a half story wooden house. Let to tenants. Not 
open to visitors. 
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“BLeaKHouse,” Peterborough, N. H. One mile to the south of 
the town on the Wilton Road, Two and a half story wooden 
house. Used as a tea room and guest house. 








Antiquities 


Winstow Crocker House, Yarmouthport, Mass. Seventy-six m. 
from Boston. Built about the middle of the 18th century at 
West Barnstable, Mass. Taken down and re-erected in 1934-1935 
on land adjoining the Col. John Thacher House. Two and a half 
story wooden house. Appropriately furnished. Not yet open to 
visitors. 











SPAULDING CooPERAGE SHopP, Townsend Harbor, Mass. 45 m. from 
Boston on the Lunenburg road. Built about 1845. 








MawpsLey-GaRDNER-WATSON-PITMAN House, Spring Street, cor- 
ner John Street, Newpurt, R. I. Center built about 1700. Front 
added about 1747 by Capt. John Mawdsley. Two story, hip roof 
wooden house. Parlor panelled throughout; an interesting old 
staircase. Let to tenants but a few rooms are shown to visitors. 
No special hours. See Old-Time New England, Vol. 28, p. 79. 














CoL.. Jostan Quincy House, 20 Muirhead Street, Wollaston, 
Quincy, Mass. Nine miles from Boston. Turn off shore boule- 
vard at Bromfield Street, or off Hancock Street at Beach Street. 
Built 1770 by Col. Josiah Quincy. Given the Society in 1937. 
Open to visitors week days 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Closed Saturdays at 














ALEXANDER Howse, 284 State Street, Springfield, Mass. Built 
1811 for Colonel James Byers from designs by Asher Benjamin; 
sold in 1825 to Colonel Israel Trask and in 1858 to Henry Alex- 
ander, Jr. Presented to the Society in 1939. Open for inspection. 
See Old-Time New England, Vol. 30, p. 35. 








12 noon. See Old-Time New England, Vol. 28, p. § 




















Co the Members of 
The Society for the Preservation of 
New England Antiquities 


Oxup-Time New ENGLAND, the quarterly magazine published by the 
Society, is distributed gratis to its members. With a larger membership 
and consequent increase in income it will be possible to render a greater 
service by increasing the size of the magazine and adding to its pictorial 
features, and also by issuing six or more numbers each year. To bring 
this about the helpful assistance of members is needed to nominate for 
membership their friends and acquaintances, or, in fact, anyone who may 
be interested in the work of this Society and its illustrated. magazine. If 
you will send us the names we will attend to all the details of corre- 
spondence. The membership of the Society is much smaller than it was 
five years ago and the necessity for increase is very great. Your 
codperation will be highly appreciated and for your convenience a nomina- 
tion blank follows: 








‘Recommendation for Membership 


in the 


Society for the Preservation of New England Antiquities 


Life Membership, $100; Active, $6; Associate, $3. 


To Mr. William Sumner Appleton, Corresponding Secretary 
141 Cambridge St., Boston, Mass. 


I nominate ee ee Feet ee 


Address 


for Membership in the Society. 


Name and address of Member. 

















The Society for the Preservation of 
New England Antiquities 


HARRISON GRAY OTIS HOUSE, 141 Cambridge Street, Boston, Massachusetts 





ARTHUR B. LISLE, President 
BoyLsTon A. BEAL, Vice-President CARLETON R. RICHMOND, Treasurer 
Tuomas G. FROTHINGHAM, Librarian Juuius H. TUTTLE, Assistant Treasurer 
BERTRAM K. LITTLE, Recording Secretary ARTHUR W. JOHNSON, Director of Museum 


WILLIAM SUMNER APPLETON, Corresponding Secretary 


STATE VICE-PRESIDENTS 


California Michigan 
HuLett C, MERRITT, Pasadena HENRY ForpD, Dearborn 
Connecticut New Hampshire 
Mrs. WILMARTH S. LEwis, Farmington Mrs. GEORGE H. WARREN, Manchester 


J. FREDERICK KELLY, New Haven 


Illinois New Jersey 
Mrs. RICHARD T. CRANE, JR., Chicago ARTHUR WHITNEY, Mendham 
Maine New York 


Miss MABEL CHOATE, New York City 


Maryland Rhode Island 
Mrs. MILEs WHITE, JR., Baltimore 
Massachusetts Vermont 
Juius H. TutrLe, Dedham Mrs. Horace Brown, Springfield 


HALL ParK McCuLLoucu, No. Bennington 


TRUSTEES 
1940-1943 1941-1944 
Mrs. L. VERNON Briccs, Boston Mrs. HENRY ENDICOTT, Boston 
Mrs. JOsEPH B. FyFre, Wellesley Mrs. AUGUSTIN H. PARKER, JR., Sherborn 
HERBERT BROWNE, Boston ARTHUR S. DEWING, Newton 
PAUL Frost, Cambridge CLARENCE E, WALTON, Cambridge 
1942-1945 


Mrs. C. NICHOLS GREENE, Boston 
Mrs. PHILIP GARDNER, Boston 
HARLAND G. LITTLE, Salem 
JAMEs E,. WHITNEY, Newburyport 



































The Aims of 
The Society for the Preservation of 
New England Antiquities 





The Society was organized in 1910 for the purpose of preserving for fu- 
ture generations the rapidly disappearing architectural monuments of New 
England and the smaller antiquities connected with its people. 

In pursuit of this objective it has acquired and maintains thirty-five old 
houses, a grist mill and cooperage shop, a McIntire-designed barn, a picturesque 
old fish shed, two graveyards, and a meeting-house. In addition it administers a 
family graveyard through ownership of an endowment fund. 

The smaller antiquities in scores of thousands are brought together in its Mu- 
seum of New England Antiquities, and placed on exhibition in its series of 
period museum houses. 

The Library specializes on museum and preservation work, and houses its 
collection of pictorial material, photographs, stereographs, picture postal cards, 
clippings, etc. 

The Museum and Library are at its headquarters, connected with the Har- 
rison Gray Otis House, built in 1795, at 141 Cambridge Street, Boston. 

Its endowment funds and real estate represents investments of $781,810.67. 

It publishes Otp-Time New ENGLAND, a quarterly illustrated magazine 
devoted to the ancient buildings, household furnishings, domestic arts, man- 
ners and customs and minor antiquities of the New England people. Subscrip- 
tion to this magazine is included in the annual membership fee. 

Membership: Life ($100); Active ($6); Associate ($3) may not vote nor 
hold office. 

Checks should be made payable to CARLETON R. RICHMOND, Treasurer, 
141 Cambridge Street, Boston, Mass. 








BEQUEST FORM 
I Give, Devise and Bequeath to 
THE SOCIETY FOR THE PRESERVATION OF NEW ENGLAND ANTIQUITIES 
A CorPoORATION DuLy INCORPORATED BY THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 


AND LOCATED IN Boston, IN SAID COMMONWEALTH, 


Note — Bequests may be made in real estate, money, or any objects re- 
lating to New England having historical, antiquarian, or artistic interest. 
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STATEMENT OF THE OWNERSHIP, MANAGEMENT, CIRCULATION, 
ETC., REQUIRED BY THE ACTS OF CONGRESS OF 
AUGUST 24, 1912 AND MARCH 3, 1933 


Of OLp-TIME NEW ENGLAND published at Boston, Massachusetts, for October 1, 1942. 


State of Massachusetts | 7” 
County of Suffolk _S 


Before me, a Notary Public in and for the State and county aforesaid, personally 
appeared Wm. Sumner Appleton, who, having been duly sworn according to law, de- 
poses and says that he is the Editor of the OLD-T1mME NEW ENGLAND and that the 
following is, to the best of his knowledge and belief, a true statement of the ownership, 
management, etc., of the aforesaid publication for the date shown in the above caption, 
required by the Act of August 24, 1912, as amended by the Act of March 3, 1933, em- 
bodied in section 537, Postal Laws and Regulations, printed on the reverse of this form 

537> 5 ? ’ 
to wit: 


1. That the names and addresses of the publisher, editor, assistant editor, and business 
manager are: 


Publisher, SoclETY FOR THE PRESERVATION OF N. E. ANTIQUITIES, 141 Cambridge 
St., Boston. 


Editor, WM. SUMNER APPLETON, 141 Cambridge St., Boston. 
Assistant Editor, Miss E. V. Morrison, 141 Cambridge Street, Boston. 
Business Manager, WM. SUMNER APPLETON, 141 Cambridge Street, Boston. 


2. That the owner is: SOCIETY FOR THE PRESERVATION OF NEW ENGLAND ANTIQ- 
UITIES, INC., 141 Cambridge St., Boston (a charitable, educational, historical orga- 
nization). 


3. That the known bondholders, mortgagees, and other security holders owning or 
holding 1 per cent or more of total amount of bonds, mortgages, or other securities are: 
None. 


4. That the two paragraphs next above, giving the names of the owners, stockholders, 
and security holders, if any, contain not only the list of stockholders and security holders 
as they appear upon the books of the company but also, in cases where the stockholder or 
security holder appears upon the books of the company as trustee or in any other fiduciary 
relation, the name of the person or corporation for whom such trustee is acting, is given; 
also that the said two paragraphs contain statements embracing afhant’s full knowledge 
and belief as to the circumstances and conditions under which stockholders and security 
holders who do not appear upon the books of the company as trustees, hold stock and se- 
curities in a capacity other than that of a bona fide owner; and this affiant has no reason 
to believe that any other person, association, or corporation has any interest direct or in- 
direct in the said stock, bonds, or other securities than as so stated by him. 


5. That the average number of copies of each issue of this publication sold or dis- 
tributed, through the mails or otherwise, to paid subscribers during the twelve months 
preceding the date shown above is: Not required. 

Wan. SUMNER APPLETON, Editor. 


Sworn to and subscribed before me this 29th day of September 1942. 
ARTHUR H. Dopce, Notary Public 
| SEAL. | (My commission expires May 8, 1947.) 
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Erastus Salisbury Field (1805-1900) 
Q New England Folk Artist 


By AcnEs M. Dops 


N February 7, 1942, there opened 
at the Museum of Fine Arts, 
Springfield, Massachusetts, an 
exhibition entitled “Somebody’s Ances- 


>’) 
tors. 


The featured artist was Erastus 
Salisbury Field. Field and his twin sister, 
Salome, were born in Leverett, Massa- 
chusetts, on May 19, 1805, the children 
of Erastus and Salome Ashley Field, who 
lived in the region at the top of Adams 
Hill. The artist’s boyhood is too remote 
for any living person to recall a single in- 
cident connected with him, but it is as- 
sumed that Erastus, with the other village 
lads, attended the public schools. ‘There 
is no indication that he pursued his educa- 
tion further, except for a period of three 
months spent in New York, where he 
studied with Samuel Finley Breese 
Morse, better known as the inventor of 
the telegraph than as an artist. An entry 
in Morse’s diary reads as follows: 

“Dec. 17, 1824. I have everything 
comfortable at my rooms. My two pupils 


Mr. Agate and Mr, Field are very tract- 
able and useful.” * 

Little is known of Field’s family. He 
married December 29, 1831, Phebe Gil- 
mur, daughter of David and Mary Moore 
Gilmur, of Ware, and they went to live 
in Hartford, Connecticut. A search for 
examples of his work in that city has 
proved fruitless. Field and his wife later 
moved to Monson, Massachusetts, where 
he is known to have maintained a studio 
and painted many portraits. There a 
daughter, Henrietta, was born to them 
on November 6, 1832. After a short resi- 
dence in Monson they moved to Palmer, 
Massachusetts, where he also painted por- 
traits. Later they moved to “Plumtrees,” 
Sunderland, Massachusetts, and there he 
settled down to record the faces of his 
time for future generations. His wife, 


* Edward Lind Morse, Samuel F. B. Morse, 
His Letters and Journals, 1914. Quoted with the 
permission of Houghton Mifflin Company, Bos- 
ton. 
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Courtesy Mr. and Mrs. George Caleb Hubbard 


Portrait of Ashley Hubbard 


*hebe, died in 1859, and Erastus was left 
alone with Henrietta, who played the 
role of a faithful and dutiful daughter, 
caring for her father until his death in 
1900. 

Field built a little studio against the side 


of a hill on a “Plumtrees” lane. When 


the weather was warm and fine he paint- 


barn of the Caleb 


Hubbard 


ed in the 


Tavern, surrounded by a crowd of curi- 
ous youngsters. When the weather grew 
colder he retired to his own little studio 
where, warmed by a stove almost un- 
believably small, he worked on through 
the winter months. He was primarily a 
portrait painter, and there is little doubt 
that Major Caleb Hubbard and the mem- 
bers of his family were the artist’s favor- 





























Erastus Salisbury Field 29 





ite subjects, for as late as 1940 ten por- 
traits were owned by descendants of the 
Major who still live at the old tavern. 
The Major has all the appearance of an 
old soldier, stern and formal in pose, hold- 
ing a public document in one hand and 
his iron-bowed spectacles in the other. 
Lucretia Ashley, his wife, wears a dainty 
white lingerie collar and cap, but the same 
grim attitude is evident. Their son, Ash- 
ley, like his father, clutches a paper, The 
Democratic Statesman, while Betsy Dole, 
Ashley’s spouse, is quite gay in spite of 
her prim white cap and gold _ beads. 
Their sons, Stephen, Israel and Parker, 
are represented as “placid lads,’ while 
their daughters, Nancy and Lizzie, are 
typically “pensive damsells” in their old- 
fashioned gowns of green. Nancy’s hair 
hangs in curls at either side of her face, 
and her broad white collar is pinned with 
a star-staped brooch. Nancy was some- 
what of an artist herself, and is said to 
have produced crayon sketches, although 
none of them have as yet been found. 
Poems written by her appeared in the 
Hampshire Gazette in the early 1840's 
and were signed “Viola.” ‘They showed 
great depth of feeling and unusual re- 
straint — characteristics not common in 
literature of that time. 

In 1831 Field painted the portrait of 
Oliver Dickinson of North Amherst. 
He had never seen his subject until after 
death, but he put into the picture eyes 
remarkably true to life. Dickinson was 
one of the founders of the North Amherst 
Congregational Church, and in 1926 the 
portrait was given to that church, where 
it hangs today. 

Field was successful in painting chil- 
dren. The portrait of Ellen Virtue Field, 
painted in clear and brilliant tones a little 
over one hundred years ago, is an unusu- 
ally attractive one. The child is shown full- 





length against a backdrop of blue moun- 
tain peaks, with a rose-covered stone wall 
in the foreground. She wears a white 
dress and pantelettes, and holds a basket 
of roses in one hand. 

The Pocumtuck Valley Memorial So- 
ciety, in Deerfield, owns two Field por- 
traits — those of William Montague and 
his wife, Persis Russell. William is seated 
in a red upholstered chair and holds in one 
hand a cane and in the other his grey 
spectacle case. His figure stands out from 
the olive background and is stiff and for- 
mal in pose. Persis, too, is prim in appear- 
ance and wears a black cloak, over which 
is thrown a grey shawl bordered with 
black figures; over one arm she carries a 
reticule of black cloth. 

Field’s work reveals several distinct 
characteristics. There is little attempt to 
blend the figures into the olive or grey 
background, which Field often used. In 
all known portraits, the men face left 
and the women face right, with a some- 
what more full-face view than the men. 
The subject usually holds some object in 
his or her hand — cane, spectacles, spec- 
tacle case, newspaper, document, bag, or 
reticule. Field’s palette is sombre indeed, 
composed mainly of greys or blacks, and 
occasionally the darker tones of green, re- 
leved by white stocks, neckcloths, collars 
and caps. Brown is reserved almost en- 
tirely for the coloring of hair and the 
chairs in which the subjects are seated. 
Crimson is used sparingly, always in the 
upholstery of chairs, or of draperies in the 
background. White is usually dead white, 
sometimes shaded with grey. Field never 
quite learned to manage shoulder lines 
and in many of his portraits, especially 
those of the women, the figures lack ro- 
tundity, due to the peculiar slope of their 
shoulders. Heads are sculpturesque in 
form, fingers are blunt. Black spots indi- 
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cate the open-work of lace and fabric. 
Field also tried his hand at landscape 
and genre painting. In one of these, called 
by its owners “Under the Maples,” ma- 
jestic trees dominate the scene; a tiny 
brooklet runs from left to right, and sev- 
eral small figures in colorful gowns and 
shawls wander in and out through the 








Courtesy Mr. and Mrs. Carey S. Hayward 


Portrait of Ellen Virtue Field 


woods. A wilder aspect of nature is re- 
vealed in “Indians Hunting Buffalo.” 
Here the savages are discreetly clothed in 
leggings, coral-colored blouses and white 
turbans, and are mounted upon steeds 
which resemble the rocking-horse vari- 
ety; the buffalo, too, lack action. From 
one end of the canvas to the other is a 
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Courtesy Mr. and Mrs. Carey S. Hayward 


The Garden of Eden 


sweeping expanse of cloudy sky and cone- 
shaped mountains. 

Field’s fertile imagination also pro- 
duced many biblical and mythological 
scenes. The most spectacular of these iS 
“The Garden of Eden,” where all the 
important species of both animal and plant 
kingdom are represented in pairs. Eve 1s 
not present, but Adam, his back modestly 
turned, stands looking toward the distant 
hills and river. “The Seven Plagues of 
Babylon”— each plague minutely depict- 
ed —once hung upon the walls of his 
“p 


lumtrees’”’ studio, but where this pic- 
ture now is, is unknown. “The Burial of 
the First Born” reveals Field’s careful at- 


tention to detail. Down a main thor- 
oughfare of biblical times, lined with 
obelisks, Hathor-headed columns and 
sphinxes, the Egyptians bear the coffins of 
their first born, and here and there among 
the mourners are figures in brilliant red 
robes. ““The Embarkation of Ulysses’’ is 
pictured against a Roman harbor; Pe- 
nelope’s reclining form and the sorrow- 
ing gestures of the other spectators are 
indeed dramatic. 

An unusually large canvas, thirteen 
by nineteen feet, was recently discovered 
by a descendant in a Hatfield or Hadley 
barn. This is entitled “‘Historical Monu- 
ment of the American Republic.” A steel 
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Courtesy Mrs. H. S. Williams 


Historical Monument of the American Republic 


engraving of this painting was entered in 
the office of the Library of Congress in 
1876, together with a key, or catalogue, 
explaining the mass of statuary and archi- 
tectural detail that ornaments a series of 
terraces, each terrace representing some 
particular phase of American history. 
There is no doubt but what Field spent 
many hours of work and study on this 
painting. 

‘Two of the best of Field’s portraits are 
in the Rockefeller Collection at Colonial 
Williamsburg in Virginia, where they are 
listed as “Mr. Pearce of Hadley as a 
Bridegroom” and “‘Mrs. Pearce of Had- 
ley asa Bride,” painted “‘about 1830” in 
Massachusetts. These were loaned to the 





Springfield Museum of Art for the ex- 
hibition “Somebody’s Ancestors.” 

The whereabouts of other Field por- 
traits are being sought by descendants and 
others interested in the artist’s career. Al- 
most thirty years ago a group of his pic- 
tures — one entitled ““The Last Supper”’ 
— was given to the Ladies Aid Society of 
Leverett, Massachusetts, but unfortu- 
nately they have disappeared. Have they 
been destroyed: If not, where are they! 
Perhaps they will be discovered some day 
in some loft or barn, just as many of his 
other paintings were found in the Con- 
necticut Valley towns. 

Field died in 1900 in Sunderland, 
Massachusetts. 
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“Sachem’s THood,” New Baven, Connecticut 


“Sachem’s THood,” New Haven, Connecticut 
One of the Earliest Greek Revival Mansions in the Gnited States 


By RoGeER HALE NEwTon 


ACHEM’S Wood,” standing at the 
head of beautiful, elm-shaded Hill- 
house Avenue in New Haven, Con- 

necticut, was built for Senator James 
Abraham Hillhouse, who was called the 
“Sachem” because of his resemblance to a 
famous Indian Chief. This is one of the 
earliest Greek Revival mansions in the 
United States, as well as one of the most 
dignified and happily situated, and, there- 
fore, especially worthy of study and pres- 
ervation. It has the further distinction of 
being a contemporary of two of the ear- 
liest Greek Revival State Capitols in the 
United States—that for Connecticut, de- 





signed by Ithiel ‘Town (1784-1844) and 
built between 1827 and 1831 upon the 
New Haven Green, and that for Ken- 
tucky, at Frankfort, designed by Gideon 
Shryock, and built almost simultaneously. 

According to his own _ professional 
Diary,’ the actual design for ““Sachem’s 
Wood” came from the fertile mind of the 
young Alexander Jackson Davis (1803- 
1892) who early styled himself an “Ar- 
chitectural Composer,” and this commis- 
sion was so entered as of December, 1828, 
in this Diary. Davis was probably design- 

' Now deposited in the Print Room, Metro- 
politan Museum, New York City. 
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ing very much under the influence of 
Ithiel ‘Town, whom he was meeting reg- 
ularly in New York City at the Antique 
School, the National Academy of Design, 
and the Dillentanti Society, as well as at 
the houses of Colonel John Trumbull, 
Dr. David Hosack, and others. Since 
some time in 1827 Davis had been in 
‘Town’s employ as a draughtsman and 
delineator on the Connecticut Capitol 
commission, and was in February, 1829, 
to become his junior partner “to practice 
Architecture professionally in New York 
City ...,” it was doubtless through Town 
that he had met Senator Hillhouse in the 
first place. Accordingly, I am accustomed 
to thinking of “Sachem’s Wood” as be- 
longing, stylistically at least, to the firm 
of Town and Davis, even if young Davis 
actually executed this, his first commis- 
sion, single-handed. 

But this scheme for a compact, rec- 
tangular, rural mansion, provided with a 
two-story Classic portico, was not original 
with young Davis. Besides Ithiel ‘Town, 
at least two others among his senior prac- 
tictioners in New York City were already 
making such rural villas the fashion there- 
abouts and elsewhere, one being Davis’ 
former mentor and employer. I refer to 
the villa for Samuel Bowers at Northamp- 
ton, Massachusetts, designed by ‘Town in 
1825; to the villa for Dr. Anderson at 
Throggs Neck, Westchester County, 
New York, designed by Josiah Brady ca. 
1826 young 
Brady’s employ as a draughtsman; and to 
the Rufus King villa at Hudson, New 
Y ork, designed by Martin Euclid Thomp- 
son in 1827 while Thompson was Town’s 


while Davis was still in 


junior partner. The Bowers villa had a 
tetrasty le Greek Ionic two-story portico, 
its six columns elegantly fluted after the 
manner of the Temple of Diana at Ephe- 





sus. The Anderson villa had a rather 
squat, massive, Etruscan Doric two-story 
portico, its four unfluted columns resem- 
bling those at “Arlington,” Virginia, which 
were added by Robert Hadfield in 1826. 
The King villa had a Greek Ionic hexa- 
style two-story portico, its four columns 
unfluted and similar to those supplied by 
‘Thompson, also in 1827, for the Mer- 
chants’ Exchange in New York City. 
These three villas, of which drawings 
by Davis exist,” may therefore be consid- 
ered the immediate prototype for “Sa- 
chem’s Wood,” although by virtue of its 
taller, slenderer Greek Ionic order and 
more generally vertical composition, “‘Sa- 
chem’s Wood” shows a feeling for great- 
er elegance and poise, quite prophetic of 
those Greek Revival designs that were yet 
to come from the hands of ‘Town and 
Davis and their contemporaries — Min- 
ard Lefever, James Dakin, Isaiah Rog- 
ers, Alexander Parris, Bucklin and War- 
ren, M. E. Thompson, and many others. 
Its two-story diastyle portico consists of 
two columns im antis, that is, flanked by 
square piers instead of other columns, and 
carrying an entablature and pediment. 
y Davis to 
have been inspired by the Erectheion at 
Athens and the ‘Temple of Diana Propy- 
laea at Eleusis. He had obviously worked 


These columns were said by 


from finely engraved plates of them in 
Stuart and Revett’s famous and highly 
influential “‘Antiquities of Athens,” the 
first installment of which was published 
in 1762 at London, and was avidly con- 
sulted for years thereafter by all Greek 
Revival architects. 

“ Davis’ Views of the Bowers and Russell 
Mansions were published in Hinton’s Topogra- 
phy of North America, London, 1831; his 
sketches of the Anderson and King villas now 
belong to the Avery Library, Columbia Uni- 
versity, New York City. . 
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The floor plan of “Sachem’s Wood” is 
decidedly transitional between the con- 
ventional Georgian fore-square, four- 
rooms-flanking-a-hall plan, and the full- 
fledged Greek Revival plan, having the 
contiguous parlors open into each other 
through a wide, high doorway, in many 
instances flanked by engaged columns. 
As shown in Davis’ preliminary drawings, 
but not executed, these parlors were to 
have been separated by folding, sectional 
doors, folding back into wide closets, 
much like window-shutters folding back 
into shutter-boxes. This type, except that 
it has sliding instead of folding doors, can 
still be seen in the imposing Samuel Rus- 
sell mansion in Middletown, Connecti- 
cut, which Town and Davis designed in 
1829, now, happily, belonging to Wes- 
leyan University, and so presumably des- 
tined for preservation. The more open 
type, with sliding doors flanked by en- 
gaged columns supporting an entablature 
and suggesting a columnar screen, may 
still be seen in New York City in the 
“Merchants,” or Treadwell, house on 
East Fourth Street, and in the fine Greek 
Revival row facing Washington Square 
North, as well as in numerous other ex- 
amples built throughout the North and 
South between 1830-1860. As built at 
“Sachem’s W ox vd,” these four parlors, the 
southern pair being the longer, are divid- 
ed by partitions and a common chimney. 
Each room has a type of mantel which is 
likewise found in many houses built ca. 
1825-1835, consisting of black and gold 
veined marble and Greek Ionic columns 
supporting a wide, simplified entablature, 
with the portion between the columns and 
the entablature-blocks bowed outwards. 
Such mantels are found in the Governor 
Ralph Ingersoll house in New Haven, de- 
signed by ‘Town and Davis in 1829, and 
now occupied by the Yale University 








Press, also in the Russell mansion, Mid- 
dletown, the ‘Treadwell house, New 
York City, and many others. It would 
be interesting to know who fabricated 
them and whence they came. Presumably 
they could have been bought in New 
York, for instance, and were of American 
manufacture, since their profiles are simi- 
lar to those published by Asher Benjamin 
and Minard Lefever in their popular Ar- 
chitectural Handbooks of the period. 

To say that “Sachem’s Wood’’ is 
“happily” situated is indeed making an 
understatement, because as is the case in 
comparatively few other towns, this villa 
not only consorts with other excellent ex- 
amples of the Greek Revival and Eclectic 
styles, but absolutely dominates them in a 
very unique way. It stands upon the 
northern axis of Hillhouse Avenue, which 
the Senator laid out at the time of building 
his villa, and along which he planted elms 
taken from his farm in Waterbury; and 
now, after more than a century of peace- 
ful existence and growth, this villa and 
the rows of magnificently umbrageous 
elm trees form a perfect foil for the other 
Greek Revival and Eclectic villas built 
along the Avenue about 1830-1870 by 
Ithiel ‘town, Town and Davis, and Hen- 
ry Austin. As is well known, New Haven 
has long been famous for its elm trees, 
being deservedly called the “City of 
Elms.” Few other streets in the United 
States, short as this one is, offer such pic- 
turesque evidence of our national stylistic 
progression from the hands of such alto- 
gether distinguished and gifted architects. 

Although some of these villas have 
been supplanted by buildings of a later 
vintage, or have been regrettably demol- 
ished or hopelessly remodelled,” enough 
remain to endow both Hillhouse Avenue 


3 Such as the Farnum house, now the official 
residence of the President of Yale University. 
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and “‘Sachem’s Wood” with a distinction 
and quality, a serenity and a beauty, 
scarcely to be found elsewhere in the ever- 
changing United States, and thus are 
worthy of preservation for the further en- 
joyment of generations to come. Among 
these surviving architectural monuments 
of the past is Ithiel “Town’s own villa, 
wherein he housed a large portion of his 
matchless library, numbering eleven 
thousand volumes, and a collection of one 
hundred and seventy canvasses. This 


‘Town villa was later remodelled by Aus- 
tin for James Earl Sheffield, founder of 
the Sheffield Scientific School, which now 
owns it, a fact that should be, as we hope 
it is, assurance that the house is appreci- 
ated and will be carefully preserved. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY 


Roger Hale Newton: Town and Davis: 
Architects; Pioneers in American Revivalist 
Architecture, 1812-1870, Including a glimpse 
of Their Times and Their Contemporaries, Co- 
lumbia University Press, N. Y. C., 1942. 


S\/uggestions for Christmas Gifts 


HY not make some friend a Christmas gift of membership in THE SociETy For 
THE PRESERVATION OF NEW ENGLAND ANTIQUITIES, good from Christmas 
until March 1, 1944? Such a gift includes a subscription to the Society’s illustrated 
quarterly magazine, OLD-TIME NEW ENGLAND, beginning with the January issue and 


including four to follow. 


This would not only help the Society meet one of its greatest needs — an increase 
in membership — but would, through the magazine articles, acquaint the recipient 
with the splendid work it is doing for New England’s antiquities. He would learn of 
the forty-two properties which it owns, consisting of thirty-five houses, a grist mill 
and a cvoperage shop, a MclIntire-designed barn, an old Marblehead fish shed, and 
two old family graveyards. He would learn further of the thousands of smaller an- 
tiquities the Society preserves in its New England Museum, or which help furnish its 


houses. Life Membership, 
Active Membership, 
Associate Membership, 


$100.00 
$6.00 a year 
$3.00 a year 


Another excellent Christmas gift would be a copy of the Society’s profusely illustrated 
publication, “Every Day Life in the Massachusetts Bay Colony,” by the late Mr. 
George Francis Dow, who was an outstanding authority on the buildings, household 
equipments, and manners and customs of early New England. (See advertisement on 


the outside back cover of this magazine. ) 


$5.00 for the regular edition, postage prepaid. 
$10.00 for the special edition, postage prepaid. 


Checks should be made payable to CarLeTON R. RicuMonp, Treas., 141 Cambridge St., Boston, Mass. 
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HELP YOURSELF 


Buy 


United States War 
Stamps and Bonds 
Regularly 


STATE STREET TRUST COMPANY 


BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 


MAIN OFFICE: CORNER STATE AND CONGRESS STREETS 
Union Trust Office: 24 Federal Street 


Copley Square Office: 


S81 Boylston Street 


Massachusetts Avenue Office: Massachusetts Avenue and Boylston Streets 


Member Federal Reserve System 


Member Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation 
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PLEASE 


Read these advertising pages as well 
as the rest of the magazine, and 
when patronizing the advertisers be 
sure to mention OL_p-TIME New 
ENGLAND. 

It shows those who have co- 
operated with us that their adver- 
tising is effective and encourages 
them to continue, thereby financial- 


ly helping your Society. 






THANK YOU 














SPECIAL NOTICE 


> 


“BLEAKHOUSE,’ 


about 1770, at Peterborough, New Hampshire, is now 


open under new management. Guests by the week, month or season. Com- 
fortable rooms and surroundings; excellent view of Monadnock. Mr. and 
Mrs. Walter S. Bingham, Managers and Custodians. Telephone, Peter- 


borough 426. 


Tue Swetr-IvsLtey House, before 1670, 4 High Road, Newbury, Mass- 
achusetts, at the Newburyport line. Its huge fireplace adds to the charm of the 
interesting interior and makes an attractive setting for the tea room under the 
capable management of Miss Lilian J. Franklin. ‘Telephone, Newburyport 


1540. 








J. Robert Boomer 


Pau. H. NeEwru — AssociATE 


Appraisals and Inventories 


Compiled for inheritance 
taxes, probate requirements, 
insurance, city taxes, dis- 
tribution, sale, or any pur- 
pose for which such service 


is needed. 


97A NEWBURY STREET 
BOSTON 


TEL. KEN. 1428 


WE BUY & SELL 
RARE AMERICANA 


LD PRINTS and Paintings of American 

Towns, Ships, and Character. | American 
Maps. 4 Books relating to the Discovery, Explora- 
tion, and Growth of America. § American Gene- 
alogy and Local History. § Books on the Arts and 
Crafts, including Reference Works for Collectors. 
4 First Editions of American and English Authors. 


GOODSPEED’S BOOK SHOP 


18 Beacon Street, Boston 








COOLEY’S Inc. 


Established 1860 


REPAIRING - RESTORING 
REPRODUCTIONS 


CHINA - GLASS - SILVER 
GIFTS 


34 Newbury Street 


Magnolia Boston 
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American mahogany desk, ogee bracket feet, 
very attractive interior ; circa 1780. All 
original excepting brasses. 42 inches long, 
22 inches deep, 43 inches high. 8285 


Shreve 


CRUMP & LOW COMPANY 


ESTABLISHED 180% 


BOYLSTON AT ARLINGTON STREET, BOSTON 




















Dresser in the Kitchen of the Parson Capen House, Topsfield, Mass. 


EVERY DAY LIFE IN THE 
MASSACHUSETTS BAY COLONY 


BY GEORGE FRANCIS DOW 


een volume describes the life of the settlers in the early days so far as it is possible 

to reconstruct at this time from scraps of information culled from early narratives, 
town and court records, documentary evidence, etc., etc. It tells of the voyage to Massa- 
chusetts, their early shelters and later dwellings, the household furnishings, their ap- 
parel, manners and customs, sports and pastimes, trades and manufactures, crimes and 
punishments, herb tea and the doctor. 105 unusual illustrations. 


REGULAR EDITION 

8vo (634 x 10 inches), 305 pages, printed with 12 point Caslon type, go plates (105 
illustrations), bound in half linen with marbled paper sides, map end papers. 

Price $5.00 postpaid. 

SPECIAL EDITION 
8vo (7 x 10 inches), printed on Bruce Rogers 100 per cent rag paper, and bound in 
English linen with French stencilled paper sides, in a slip case. Frontispiece in photo- 
gravure and go plates. Edition limited to 100 copies of which 95 are offered for sale. 
Price $10.00 postpaid. 


THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF 
The Society for the Preservation of New England Antiquities 


Harrison Gray Oris House, 141 Cambridge St., Boston, Mass. 

















